
 1 

Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centres Research Newsletter

July 2021 

OFIFC Research Newsletter
NAISA Conference: 

From June 14-18,  we presented at the Native American and Indigenous Studies Association 
(NAISA) conference. The Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA) is an 
interdisciplinary, international membership-based organization, comprised of scholars working 
in the fields of Native American and Indigenous Studies, broadly defined. 

NAISA began through exploratory meetings hosted by the University of Oklahoma in 2007 and 
by the University of Georgia in 2008, incorporated in 2009, and has since become the premiere 
international and interdisciplinary professional organization for scholars, graduate students,  
independent researchers, and community members interested in all aspects of Indigenous 
Studies. The two OFIFC’s presentations were:  

Urban.Indigenous.Proud Film Series (Creative Works Stream):
In Spring 2016, the Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centres (OFIFC) initiated  
conversations with the National Film Board (NFB) of Canada to develop a collaborative project 
proposal for urban Indigenous film and educational projects. The OFIFC’s vision for these  
projects was to present and celebrate the re-emergence of culture in urban settings where  
Indigenous people live and demonstrate how Friendship Centres contribute to a positive vision 
of Indigenous people.  

First released in 2018, the Urban.Indigenous.Proud film series took a community-driven  
approach in developing the materials.  This approach resulted in the OFIFC and the NFB  
producing five short documentaries by three Indigenous filmmakers who set out to explore 
urban Indigenous culture and lived experiences of five Friendship Centre communities in  
Ontario, Canada.   
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The Practice of Conceptual ‘Shapeshifting’: Grounding Research Methodology in 
Community Experience (Roundtable Stream):
Mainstream funders often determine their research priority areas for Indigenous people by sta-
tistics that focus primarily on health and social disparities.  Friendship Centres recognize the 
strengths in cultural approaches and intentionally created space to include culture-based un-
derstandings that guide existing programs and services.  Conceptual shapeshifting involves 
contextualizing the conversation from one that is deficit based to strengths based (centralizing 
community culture-based knowledge).  In such contexts, community members guide the re-
search process from start to finish.    

In the OFIFC’s research with Friendship Centres specifically, this means that research 
method-ologies are flexible so that they can support communities in self-determining strengths-
based concepts grounded in their own realities.  The OFIFC recognizes that research 
approaches rooted in Indigenous Knowledge help to lead researchers and communities to a 
place where they will have enhanced their capability to collectively identify a research process 
that has real and immediate impacts.   This approach involves recognizing the importance of 
maintaining and creating positive relationships.  If good relationships do not exist or are not 
cultivated, it is easy for the research process to take on a ‘clinical’ feel which results in 
participants feeling iso-lated or disengaged.  

CES Conference: 

Canadian Evaluation Society (CES) is the largest national evaluation organization. The OFIFC 
presented at the last three CES’ annual conferences, including this year’s virtual gathering that 
included presenters from the North, Central, and South Americas and around the world. Our 
presentation, entitled "Is it Useful?: Reflecting on Evaluation Utility in an Urban Indigenous 
Context", created a space to discuss the practical applicability of culturally grounded evaluation 
practices in urban Indigenous communities 




